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Tre ACTING PRESIDENT tock the
the Chair at 430 o'clock p.m.

PraYERS.

PROCEDURE—-REGULATIONS UNDER

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT.

Tae ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon.
H. Briggs) said: Before I call for
Notices of Motion, I wish to refer to
the matter respecting the Workers' Com-
pensation Act 1902, which occurred at
the last meeting. Our Standing Ovder
190 states : —

Papers presented pursuant to Statute . . .

BEREREOR
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Reporis, efc. a5
Workers’ Compensation Act 1902.” 2,
Report of the Royal Comwmission appointed
to inquire intc matters pertaining to
Great Boulder Perseverance Gold Mining
Compuny TLimited, Kalgoorlie. 3, Re-
port of the Royal Comumission on the
Collie Coalfield. 4, Report of the Royal
Commission on the Ventilation and
Sanitation of Mines.

REPORTS—STATE SMELTER.
How. T. F. Q. BeiMacg had given notice
to move: “ That there be laid upon the
table of the House the full report of Mr.
Klug on the State smelter, Ravensthorpe,
also the report of the State Mining

- Engineer on the asmelting of the first
' three thousand tons of ore at the above

may be laid on the table withont comment at .

any time when other business is not before
the Council.

No other direction being given by the
Standing Orders, we resort to the practice
of the Commons House of the Imperial
Parliament in accordance with Standing
Order No. 1. In May's Partia.mentaé?
Practicewe find that ** Papersarve returned,
and either presented by a Minister of the
Crowa or are forwarded by the department
to the Clerk of the Parlinments for pre-
gentation. 'When papers are brought up,
they ave gemerally ordered to lie upon
the table as a matter of course.”

The Regulations in question (under
Workers’ Compensation Act) were by
the Interpretation Act 1898, Section 11,
ordered to be laid upon the table of both
Houses.

The proper course is that these Regu-
lations be now laid upon the table, and
that any hon. member objecting to all or
any part thereof give notice of motion
that an Address be presented to His
Excellency the Govermor praying that
the Regulations be disallowed.

PAPERS FRESENTED.

By the CoLoNialL SECRETARY:
Additional Regulations under

Ly

“The

smelter, also the report of the present
manager, Mr. Dunstan, on the above
smelter.”

Hown, W, MALEY : In the absence of
Mr. Brimage, I beg to move the motion.

Tae ACTING PRESIDENT: Is it
by his request ?

Hon. W. MALEY : No; not directly.

TaE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : I have no
objection to the motijon,

Hon. W. MALEY : May I ask if the
motion will be accepted by the Chair
from we. In support of it I have to say
that it will be highly interesting to get
the particulars.

Tee ACTING PRESIDENT: I may
tell the hon. member the Minister has no
objection to laying the papers on the
table.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Hoxn. J. D. CONNOLLY woved that
two months’ leave of absence be granted
to the Hon. C. Sommers, on the ground
of urgent private business. Mr. Sommers
had beeo unavoidably detained in Eng-
land longer than expected, on account of
the serious illness of his wife. Presum
ably the House would have no objection
to granting the leave to the hLon.
member.

Question passed.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
TaeCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved :—

That, unless otherwise ordered, the House
do meet for the despatch of business on
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Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at

4730 p.m., and sit until §-30 p.m. if necessary,

and if requisite from 7:30 p.m. onwards.
Question passed.

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION.

On motions by the Coronian Secre-
TARY, Eessional committees were appointed
ay follow :—-

Sranviva Orpers CommiTrEER.~—The
President, Hon. M. I. Moss, and the
mover; with leave to sit during any ad-
journment, and authority te confer om
matters of mutual concernment with any
committee appointed for similar pur-
poses by the Legislative Assembly.

"COUNCIL]
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thought that the (tovernment announcing
ten months ago the necessity for such a
careful husbanding of our rescurces
would endorse a Speech of this description
from the throne. However, we must take
it for granted that the Government are
in earnest in the matter, and therefore

+ it rests with this House to very carefully

consider, as has been stated iu the
Speech, how the finances will stand the
strain that is likely to be put upon them.
At the start of the Speech it is asserted
that the finances of the State will require
close attention. It is particularly notice-
able, when we see the large deficit that

© has just been published, the exact amount

Hovse CouMiTTEE.—The President, .

Hon. W. T. Loton, Hon. Sir E. H. 7 % 1at this House will receive a

Wittenoom, Hon. R. F. Sholl, and the
mover; with power to act during the
recess and to confer with any similar com-
mittee of the Legislative Assembly.

Lisrary Commrrree—The President,
Hon, J. W. Hackett, and the mover;
with leave to sit during any adjournment
and during the recess, and authority to
act jointly with the Library Committee
of the Legislative Asgembly.

Prinrive Commirree.—The Presi-
dent, Hon. Geo. Randell, and the mover.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) : After
looking carefully through the Address-
in-Reply, I think that this case is of an
interesting description when we consider
the speech mude by the present Premier
some ten months ago, and the Speech by
His BExcelleney which has been placed
before us on the present occasion. In
this House some considerable time
back there was ‘impressed upon the

country the great mneed for care.

fully nursing the finances of the
State, and carrying out what the
Premier then termed a mark-time policy.
Instead of the mark-time policy being
placed before us in His Excellency’s
Speech, this Speech directs, if all its
provisions are to be carried out, that

there shall be an enormous inflation of °
our expenditure, particularly in public

works; and altogether it seems to me to

be of a very bold description, bold even

to recklessness.

We could bhavdly have

of which, according to this statewent of
His Excellency, will be reported shortly.

very complete statement with regard to
the deficit, and I regret thut the method
of placing the amount before the House
is not altogether on commercial lines;
for there is jnst a possibility that in the
exact amount of the deficit placed
before us we may not have a complete
statement of any outstanding accounts.
However, we find in the Press to-day
that the deficit is a little under £50,000 ;
and we find there also a statement of the
month’s transactions, which statement I
say undouhtedly tends to disprove the
coniention of the Government that there
is need for new tazation. Most certainly
the tremendous leap in the revenue for
June points to a turn of the tide, showing
that better times ave at hand; and if the
month of July shows anythibg like the
gsame result, I feel sure that we must all
congratulate ourselves and the country
on the improvement which is taking
place. Hence I trust that the need for
fresh taxation will not require that con-
sideration which the Government suggest
it should receive. This State bas un-
doubtedly an enormous revenue; and as
the Premier argued in a speech delivered
some months apo—an argument with
which many will agree—with such =a
revenue we ought to keep well within
bounds, and should not need any of the
new taxes that are now proposed. Surely
a little more economy in some of the
departments will have a much better
effect throughout the country than this
suggestion of newtaxation. The suggested
tax on land will bave a marked effect on
the progrese of land settlement. T feel

*
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certain that in speaking on this question
the Premier could not have been really in
earnest ; and I hope the proposed Bill
will receive much greater consideration
from Ministers before they definitely
decide to attempt to place it on the statute-
book. I feel sure that the taxation based
on what are called “unimproved land
values” will cost very much more than
the revenue resolting. Compared with
the cost of collection, that revenue will be
so triflng that it will be practically worth-
less, in view of the deplorable effect on
land settlement. The idea is that in
taxing “ unimproved land values,’” u great
revenue will be derived from town lands.
Apparently it is thought that the tax
will affect the unimproved town lands
much more seriously than the unim-
proved lands in country districts. I feel
certain that the Premier originally
intended this to be & tax on ummproved
country lands, rather than a tax on
the unearned increment. [How. J. A.
Tromson: I do not think so.] Waell,
from the report which I read of the
Premier's policy speech, that seemed to
be the intention.
was to encourage settlement on the land.
That was stated. Butif a tax on the
unearned increment finds a place in the
suggested measure, I feel sure it will have
a very bad effect on the settlement of our
country. Another feature of the measure
dealing with the amendment and
consolidation of the laws relating to
Crown lands, will probably be a pro.
posal to prevent their farther alienation,
This seems to me a splitting of straws.
1 cannot perceive any great difference
between granting freeholds and granting
perpetual leases. In granting a freehold

the Government do not part altogether

[12 Juvey, 1905.]

The object, I took it,

with the vight of taxing the land from .

time to time, and can if they wish con.

tinue to raise reveune from that land. -

On the other hand, freeholds are much
baetter understood in the outside world
than are perpetual leages ; and it seems to
me that as we need to borrow large sums

of money for the development of our -

lands, we bave a mnuch better chance of
getting loans if we grant frecholds rather
than perpetual leaseholds. The latter
will not, afford the same opportunity of
dealing with large financial institutions.
Locally, the one form of tenure may be
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it is claimed. However, I trust that in
the measure amending the laws relating
to Crown lands no suggestion of non-
alienation will be found, and that in
drafting that ineasure the Government
will give earnest consideration to the
great need for large holdings in the far
back country. If too many small areas
are granted we shall have settled on the
land a number of people without much
capital; and they will rely on the Agri-
caltural Bank, or on the Government,
a8 their capitalist. To me it seems much
better, if possible, to sell the land straight
out for cash, somewhat on the system
which would be adopted by a commercial
house, and that cash transactions would
be more profitable to the Crown and
would minimise the ecost of admini.
stration in the TLands Department;
whereus the suggestions that I fear
may come before us in the amending
meagure will tend largely to increase
the cost of that administration. With
regard to the purchase of the Mid-
land Railway, that undoubtedly has been
a vexed guestion for many years past;
and T am pleased to be able to follow Mr.
Mc¢EKenzie, who moved the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, in saying that before
we give any definite decision we should
carefully inspect the valuation made by
the officers, in whom I feel sure we have
every confidence. I sincerely hope that
when we have these valuations and all
the information placed before us we shall
be able to acquire that railway and its
lands. I regret that in speaking to this
matter at a previous sitting Mr. Maley took
great exception to the purchase because
of the fear of settlers being withdrawn
from one part of the country to another.
(Hox. W. Marevr: Oh, no.] T under-
gtood numbers of settlers were leaving
this State for South Australia; and I
think that if these lands were thrown
open by the Government there would be
a very large influx of settlers along that
railway. Thereis a tremendous stretch of
country, I believe of magnificent country,
with & very good rainfall indeed; and it
is well nigh impossible for private land-
holders to dispose of their land while the
Government are offering land on long
terms. The Government being the land-
holders, people requiring land very much
favour them and prefer to deal with them

considered as valuable as the other; or so { rather than with private individuals.
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Hoxn. J. A. THoMsoN: In short, the
Government offer land at 10s., while the
Midland Company want 20s.

Hox. V. HAMERSLEY: Even if
the company offered their land at 10s.
and the Government wanted a pound, I
claim that the settlers would acquire the
land from the Government in preference,
because they would prefer the Govern-
ment as their landlord.

How. J. A. Taomson: Hear, hear.
That is the socialistic principle.

Tre ACTING PRESIDENT: Order,
order !

How.J. A. Taomson: Am I out of
order in making an interjection ?

Tae ACTING PRESIDENT: The
bon. member must not interrupt the
member speaking.

Hon. J. A. Toomson: That is all
right. Then you call other members to
order when they interject.

Horx. V. HAMERSLEY: The sum
of money stated bere, £1,500,000, seems
an enormous amount to pay for that
rallway; and it was suggested that
perhaps the Government should build
another line of railway for a very much
lesser sum, and open up a similar area
with a very good rainfall. The unfor-
tunate part of that proceeding would be
that every railway we built in that direc-
tion would be enhancing the company’s
land ; and ou some future oceasion, when
perhaps we might wish to acquire the
railway, instead of securing it at
£1,500,000 we would be increasing its
value by that other railway; because
another line in the direction suggested
would undoubtedly serve a great deal of
the land that in this paragraph in the
Governor’'s Speech it is proposed to
acquire. With regard to the Upper
House or the Legislative Council, I some
time ago definitely expressed to those
good people who elected me that I
wus opposed to any ulteration, and
that I was opposed also to the suggestion
in this Speech to vefer tu the electors
the alternative question of the franchise of
the second Chamber. I do not agree
with the sugpestion that the franchise
should be altered in any way. I feel
that the franchise, as it stands at present,
is not a very high one; and I feel sure
that in this country of high values, and
I think of splendid opportunities, it is
not a very hard matter for anyone who

[COUNCIL,.]
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wishes to wmake up his mind that he
intends to have a vote for the Legislative
Council of this State to secure one. It
will not take anyone very long, by putting
hig shoulder to the wheel and by a little
individual effort, to show that he hasa
perfect faith in this country and become
qualified to vote for the ILegislative
Council. T really feel that the franchise
as it stands at present is a very liberal
one; and I feel that it is most important
that we should have this Legislative
Council to look after and carefully revise
any decisions that may possibly be come
to too bhastily. Questions may sometimes
pass one Chamber in the hurry of getting
1nto recess, or for various reasons, so that
it iz wise there should be a second
Chamber for such matters to come before.
1 certainly feel that with all of the
measures we have placed before us, more
especially in looking at this Speech of
His Excellency’s, it is more than ever
necessary that we should have u house of
revigion, particularly one that will safe-
guard the interests of those I spoke of
Just now, who show their entire faith in
this country by that amount of thrift
which will very soon enable them to
become qualified to vote for the Tegisla-
tive Council. With regard to the measure
for the establishment of an old age
pensions scheme, I really cannot see that
thisis a very pressing question ut the pre-
sent moment. The Federal Parliament has
ulready announced its intention of deal-
ing with the question, and I cannot see
that we can do very much good by rush.
ing a measure through that would only
anticipate Federal legislation on the
question. It would mean that we would
probably start new departments and be
adding to the increase in our expenditure,
and be making farther calls upon the
revenue which, we find now, is not suffi-
cient to carry cut what we have in hand
at present. I think we could very
well look upon it as a question that we
should be wise in leaving to the Federal
Legislature to deal with. Tam glad to
see that there isan amendment suggested
to the law relating to the aborigines; and
I hope that with more efficient protection
for our aborigines, side by side will be
placed more efficient protection for those
energetic settlers whom we wish to
encourage by every means in our power

. to go away to the backblocks, and who,
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in many ivstances, are at the mercy of
the aborigines in our northern areas.
No doubt Parliament last session went
into this question, and, I think fairly fully
considered a Bill dealing with the matter,
which, I regret, did not become law. I
feel that we did a great deal in that Bill
for the protection of the aborigines, but
in waiting for the reports of Dr. Roth, I
think I am right in saying, the Bill was
allowed to lapse. The reports we read in
tbe Press on matters in this direction
undoubtedly call for some drastic steps
on the part of the GGovernment. I hope
that they have, ere this, sent full reports
of the danger that the whites and settlers
have been placed in, and of the great
risks that are being run by those pioneers
in that coustry to the home papers;
because it has been & stain vpon the
legislation of this country that reports,
detrimental to white people here, have
been placed before the people of Great
Britain and the Bastern States, in fact,
throughout the world, while there have
been no rebutting stutements, so far as I
am aware, which put the other side of
the case before the people. It is
extremely hard for the pioneers of this
country to feel that they bhave all the
world aguninst them when they are
taking their lives in their hands,
in many iostances, and when every
protection is pgiven to the native.
I hope there will be greater safeguards
provided for many of those who are at
present labouring under great difficulties
in the North. I am very pleased that
Mr. Patrick made nention, at the
previous sitting, of the question of
immigration, which I am certain by
accident has been overlooked in the
Speech of His Excellency. Last session
we voted a large sum of money for the
encouragement of immigration, with the
object of inducing settlement in the
State, and it would be interesting to
know what has been done up to the
pregent time. Personally T believe that
at present, from literature that has been
circulated and articles which Thave
appeared in the Press, and from lectures
delivered, a namber of peeple have been
encouraged o come to this State, and in
many instances they have found them-
selves almost stranded when they arrived.
They hardly knew which way to turn. I
think steps should be taken by the

[12 Jruy, 1905.]
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Government to have officials appointed
who could make provision for receiving
these people. and advising them what to
do and where to go. One of the most
important matters to impress upon such
officials would be to advise intending
settlers and those who arrive to go
straight inland to some area that should
be set apart, provided or arranged for,
away from the cities and towns. I think
it would be of interest to the country if a
large area were set apart in one of the
districts reasomably close to the city
where those people would be shown how
to go about their work in this new
country. Perbaps immigrants could re-
main at such s place for three or six
months to acquire » knowledge of the -
lveal conditions, and to look round the
country to see how best to embark. In
some instances people have landed here
without anything i their pockets, and
they did not know where to pgo.
There is no place provided for them, and
they simply swell the number of unem.-
ployed about the city. That is one of the
worst educations they can receive when
coming from some of the older lands. I
earnestly trust the Minister will be able
to announce that funds voted by Parlia-
ment have been allotted in that direction.
I fegl there is any amount of room in this
vast State, which has so many million
aeres of land within the rainfall area, for
all those who wish to come here. The
great drawback is to get those who under-
stand their work and how to go about it
to come here, und [ think the Government
should give advice to people as soom as
they land. T believe some system of the
kind is adopted iu Canada, and I hope
this State will be able to do something in
that direction.

S E. 4. WITTENOOM (North):
The preceding speakers have dealt fully
with so many of the paragraphs of the
Speech that T feel it almost unnecessary
to say much; but even at the risk of
repetition, there are some subjects that
require mention. It almost seems to me
to be superfluous to discuss the subjects
when we know that the very existence of
the Goverament is now in jeopardy; but
as I am told they are to emerge from the
struggle stronger and in a better con-
dition, it mag be useful in the future for
the Government to know what are our
views in connection with their proposals,
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I find myself iu a somewat difficult posi- | of money, make the cousumplion.

tion. I would like to know if this Speech

[COUNCIL.)

was written in accordance with the policy !

of the Labour party, or whether it contains
the individual views of the members of
the Government; because although not
being myself altogether in sympathy with
the views of the Labour party, there are
several proposals that arise so superior to
them that I cannot help congratulating
the Government on having risen above
what I consider the Labour views. There
are some matters in this Speech which
deserve criticism, and I hope I shall give
that criticisin in a friendly way and with-
out taking up much time of the House.
The first paragraph I wish to refer to is
- that which states that the expansion of
our agricultural industry in all its divi-
sions has been apecially marked. If there
is one thing that this Government ought
to be congratnlated upen—and permitme

Third day.

If the
Government wish to do justice to the
country they must, whilst bringing men
here to become producers, induce capital
to be invested so as to provide the con-
samption. Therefore I think the Gov-
ernment are to blame for not doing as
much for private enterprise as they
have done in regard to bringing people
to settle on the land. I do not know
that this will not berome a plank in the
Labour platform. The more people
brought here cause cheap food, and T amn
a believer in making food as cheap as
pussible. One of the greatest privciples

. of any Government should be to cheapen

to extend those congratulations to the .

Minister in this House particularlv—it is
the manner in which the Lands Depart-
ment has been carried on and- the facilities
which bave been extended to all those
who wish to earn their living on the land.
Every inducement has been held out to
bring people ta this State. People have
been brougbt bere through hearing lec-
tures. and when they have come special
arrangements have been made to show
them the land and give them the best
advice, and try and make them sueccessful,
even to the extent of advancing money
from the Agriciltural Bank. The idea
we all have in doing this is to cheapen
the cost of production, to make the greatest
use we can of our land, and get as much
as possible from it, so that the cost of
living may be reduced and the develop-
ment of the iedustry carried out. My
ouly eriticism in regard to the Govern-
ment in this matter is that if they had

only directed the same energy in irying |

to induce private enterprise and private
money to come into this country, it would
have been highly desirable. The Gov-
ernment ure inducing a number of people
to settle on the land, so as to canse com-
petition one with another, and whilst
bringing the producers together they do
not think it necessary that we should
have consumers. It is private interests
and foreign money that make consump-
tion. The people who make the factories
and go in for industries, who employ lots

* factortes is hopeless.

the cost of living, for the reason that
onee there is cheap and good living, we
can hove factories, and we may be able to
manufacture in such a way as to compete
with other places. As long as living is
dear and it costs more to live here than
in other places, the establishment of
‘Therefore some
exception may be faken on this occasion
to the Government who have done so
much for production and so little for
consumption. In connection with pri-
vate enterprige and money coming into
the country, not only has nothing been
done to invite private enterprise to come
here or encourage it, but unfortunately
many things have been done, not only to
prevent private enterprise, but to drive
it away. I refer to much legislation that
has been placed on our statute-book.
That cannot be charged against the
present Government, but against the past
Government. The only thing I see for
the present Government to do, when they
emerge from their present struggle, is to
wipe out some of that legislation and
they will do well. This brings me to the
subject of immigration, which Mr. Patrick
referred to in such an excellent way at
the previous sitting. ZLast year when
Mr. Walter James was appointed Agent
General, we heard a great deal about
immigration, and the Premier referred to
it in speeches, and there was a great

. deal of talk about people being induced

to settle in this country. I believe the
Government are as sincere in what they
have been saying as most preceding
Governments ; that is, they do not intend

‘" and never intended to do anything in

. blame them for this,

regard to immigration at all. I do oot
because there
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has not been a Government in Australia
that has tried to bring in a compre-

hensive immigration scheme; for they .
bave not sufficient supporters to alow

them to do it whatever their private views

may have been. I am confident nothing

will be done in this matter until we see a

sum of, say, £20,000 or £30,000 on the
Estimates to deal withit. I know alittle
about trying to induce immigration from °
England. I took a great deal of trouble
in the matter, not only in lecturing, but
at that time we had two paid lecturers
who went about seeing people. Many
people were prepared to come out after
hearing the inducements and the paradise
this country was to the working man.
People said they were prepared to come
out if the Government would pay their
expenses; but the Agent General was not
sllowed at that time to pay the ex-
penses of any one who had not over
£200. I used to assist people with
£100. How could we do anything under
such circumatances, when we have such -
competition as exists in regard to Canada,
that pever aliows immigrants to spend a
penny, and there is a man looking for
them, taking them in band and paying
all their cxpenses? It is useless talking
about immigration from London to
Western Australia until we put money
on the statute-book to do it, and when I
see the Government do that T will believe
they are sincere in legislation. With
regard to the exhibition of produce from
Western Australia, I see a reference to
that in the papers as if it were some-
thing new. It is stated that the Agent
General has been exhibiting excellent
specimens of Western Australian produce,
and has been sending out to people to
show them how good the produce is.
That was done five years ago. With the
co-operation of Mr. Throssell, 10 or 12
consignments of different samples of
fruit were sent home, not with an idea of
having anything te do with export, but
to enable people who were going in for
gardens and orchards to know the class -
of fruit which would be most acceptable
to the markets in England and abroad
and the classes which would carry well.
Reports were obtained so that any one
planting un orchard would know the best
kinds. I grieve to say that these reports '
remained in the archives of the Agri-

coltural offices instead of being sent |

(12 Jery, 1905.]
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abroad every year about planting time.
I think the next subject that seems fo be
important is in connection with the
Midland Railway. Thatis also a question
of which I have had some considerable
experience, aud at all events it is satis.
factory to find that the Government have
submitted a definite offer. One member
here said vesterday that the Midland
Ruilway was offered at one time for
£1,000,000. If it were, all I can say
is that it has not heen within the
last eight years. That I know for
a fact, and every time there have heen
any mnegotiations in connection with
this, the company asked one price
and the Government would not give
more than another. The company would
raise its price, and the Government
would raise its price in the same pro-
portion. They could never get near each
other. I am in a position to say that the
rallway could have been purchased by
the Government some three or four years
ago, for, at the very outside, possibly
less, £1,250,000, which I consider a fair
price. Whatever is done now—and I do
not think it was suggested yesterday that
we knew exactly what the railway has to
offer—I think the company deserves fair
play, which, in many instances, it has not
bad in the past. The company was very
enterprising. I remember the time when
the company laid that line down, and if
it had not been for the company’s enter-
prise and money, Geraldton and Perth
would not have been connected by rail for
many years. The company carried it on
at a loss. I do not believe that one
sharcholder obtained 6d. out of it, and
all for our own good, for the development
of the country. We find that the
Government bhave been offering a price,
and because the company would not

' accept that price, the Government have
. taken means which I thivkany ordinary

husiness men would have considered 1t
beneath them to do, and these means
have, so far, not been successful. 1 hope,
as I say, that whatever the opinmion of
members is, they will give the company
fair considerativn. There has been a
great deal of agitation that we should
acquire this line. Whether it is wise to
acquire it or not is a matter receiving a
good deal of consideration. Theline will
make cne system in the country, and the
Government will be able to work the land
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in their own way, When the company
is blamed for the way in which it has
worked the lne,. it must not be
forgotien that the company paid a
certain  price for the railway, the

[COUNCTL]

company was to be paid for it, and afterit -

was done the Government commenced to
sell their land on the liberal principle of
10s. an acre payable in 20 years; which
is o price at all, but simply 5 per cent.
interest om the capital. Therefore, con-
sidering the facts, some allowance must
be made. I -think that the company
instead of trying to make its money out
of the land should bave made it out of
the railway. So far as the line is con-
cerned I think that now you can get as
comfortable a trip on that line as any-
where ; and without being a professional
man, but just hyving a superficial know-
ledge, I can only say the road appears to
be 1n just as good condition as, and to
compare favourably with, most of the
rocads on the Government railwavs.
[Hon. M. L. Moss: I think the company
has dome very well] Except in its
profits. I now come to that paragraph
1n connection with the aborigines, and
some attention has been drawn to thia n
the past. The paragraph is one which
meets with the approval of everybedy as
it appears here. I will read it:—

Your approval will be sought for the
amending of the existing law relating to
aborigines, in order to secure more efficient
protection for our aborigines, and at the same
time to safeguard those of our citizens who
pursue their avocations in the northern areas
of the State.

I think any law or statute in accordance
with that statement will meet with the
approbation of everybody. Everyboedy
wishes to see the aborigines properly
protected, and, at the same time, the
white settlers protected as well. TUnder
existing circumstances, and from what

we read in the newspapers, we find that .

there has been a
lately between the blacks and the white
settlers, resulting in the death of several
of them. Whatever the reasons may have
been, there seems to be an epidemic of
revolt amongst them now, and they are
showing themselves hostile to a greater
extent than they have for a long Lime

t deal of trouble .

previonsly. I trustthcee will not be such |

another mistake in connection with the

matter as was made in bringing over Dr. |

Thivd day.

Hoth. His recommendations were cer-
tainly erude. Some of them may have
been correct, but unfortunately they were
contradicted by many witnesses. Even
apart from that fact it was most unsatis.
factory, because the report related to
ouly a portion of the couutry. If he had
taken the whole State, and gone into the
matter thoroughly, one could have under-
stood it better; but why a fragmentary
report was required, why he did not
visit the stations in other portions as
well as what one may call the worst
parcts, is difficult to understand. At
any rate his report was brought in
on u part of the country he had seen,
and apparently the worst portions
were picked out. The report sevms
very umsatisfactory, and as I said, it is
contradicted by many witnesses. The
guestion is one which I think requires to
be dealt with without excitement and
without sentiment, and T feel confident
there are many people in this State who
are quite capable of tuking the matter in
hand and doing justice to all parties con-
cerned. I bave only one more remark to
walke, and that is in connection with the
Port, Hedland and Nullagine railway, the
railway in the North-West. and I think
the Government have displayed great con-
sideration, sbowing theyare not ndebound
in views about private enterprise, and
that they have not a dog-in-the-manger
policy. We all know that, as far as this
railway is concerned, if it waited till built
by Government funds it would probably
not be built for a great many years. It
ts not connected with any other portion
of our railway svstem, and therefore n
cheap line could be put up; in fact what
I would call a pioneer line would be best,
built in a cheap way. That the prospects
are good, all accounts are agreed. T have
not seen the account of the Government
Geologist, bat the accounts by those
gentlemen who know the locality indicate
that it is well worthy of a line. All the
guperficial results have been excellent,
but owing to the want of wood and water,
wood betb for timbering up and other
purposes, it is particularly difficult to
carry on, and particularly so with regard
to stores. Therefore, if this pioneer line
can be built, it ean be done cheaply under
a guarantee, and if found to be of no use
there would be small expense in getting
rid of it and nothing more would be
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done;
going on with, the railway could be relaid
on the lines of the West Ausiralian
railways. L can only say T again con-
gratulate the Government on the liber-
ality of their views, in being able to put
such a statement in the Governor's
Speech. I have no desire to trespass
farther on the time of the House, and
have much pleasure in supporting the
motion,

Hown. C. A. PIESSE (South-East):
It is very pleasing to find from the
Glovernor's statement that the mining
developments are satisfactory, and the
agricultural developments also. Living
88 I do in an agricultural distviet, it is
no news to me, for T am aware we are
progressing so far ay the Great Southern
Railway is concerned, and in the eastern
distriets, by leaps and bounds. In fael,
our only difficulty just now is, in most of
those districts, that we are haviog a
somewhat excessive rainfall; otherwise
go far as fresh settlers are concerned
there is nothing more to be desired than
what is taking place at the present time.
Going on in this Speech, referring to the
revenue received, it seems to me that itis
time we cut our garment according te our
cloth. It seems strange that there has
not been sufficient revenue during the
past year to meet all the demands made
apon it. There are three or four words
which should be added, and these words
are **it should be” There is not the
slightest doubt that the revenue should
be sufficient for all the purposes required
in counnection with the management of
this Btate. Reference is made to impos.
ing a tax on unimproved land values and
an tncome tax. I do notintend to support

any tax on unimproved land values, if it '

is wholly and solely for revenue purposes.
Some thme ago we were told that the
Government intended to put on the
statute-book an Act of this nature, to
ig{luce people to work lands now lymg
idle.
for such a tax, provided it was not extra
heavy; but there does not seem to be
any reason why the tax should be im-
posed for revenue purposes. That pro-
posal smacks of—
“Will you walk into my parlour ?”
Said the spider to the fly.

It would penalise the unfortunate agri-
culturist, who has been invited to plug in

rz2 Jruy, 1805.]

whereas, if it were found worth -
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for all be hisworth. ‘The Premier said,
in bis recent policy speech, that there
would be ceriain exemptions; amongst
others, that conditional land-holders
should not be taxed. ‘That proposal
seems to me utterly impossible. I
will ask the Minister for Agriculture
(Hon. J. M. Drew), recently Minister

. for Lands, how are we to act if the Gov-

ernment purchase the Midland Railway
and lands? Awong these lands are
large areas held under conditional pur-
chagse to all intents and purposes, by
people who are buying them from the
Midland Company. Those people are
* conditional purchase holders” in every
sense, although they are buying from a
private corporation. If the rewaining
lands of the Midland Company become
Crown lands, they will be sold under con-
ditional purchase ; and the Crown tenants
will then be exempt from land tazation,
while the original tenants of the company
will be liable, though both have the same
rainfall, the same sunshine, and generaliy
the same natural conditions. The pur-
chager from the company will be taxed, and
the Crown tenants will go free. T thinkall
members will agree that there ig no justice
in such a proposition, It ia impossible for
conditional purchase holders of Crown
land to be exempted from this tax unless
we exempt conditional purchage holders
of private lands. This proposal of the
Labour party will defeat their own ends,
by making it utterly impossible for a
large estate to be cut up and sold side
by side with Government lands; for
purchasers of the latter would e?joy
freedom from taxation, while those who
purchased the former would be taxed to
the fullest extent. That is out of all
reason ; and the fact is, the time is not
yet ripe for imposing this land taxation.
We should wait until the country is very
well developed; and meanwhile, let the

. Government continue to buy so-called

That may have been some reasen

large estates, and to eut them up them-
selves. I understand that such estates
are available. TLet them be Dbought.
This system has been successful in the
past; the lands have been profitably dis-
posed of : why not continue to dispose of
them ? Such estates are payable pro-
positions; they are no burden fo the
country ; and in every instance they have
been sold by the Government at a profit,
Why not continue that procedure, instead
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of imposing what is to all intents and
purposes class taxation? Many reasons
may be given why a tax on ummproved
land values should not now be imposed,
especially for revenue purposes. If it is
desirable to impose it—and that I do not
ndmit—it should be imposed for one
reason only, pamely to secure the
development of vacant areas. I purpose
dealing more fully with this matter when
the Bill comes before this House, if it
should ever come. For the present I will
content myself with these few remarks;
and I trust that every member will look
closely into the subject before giving any
such measure his support. As to the
tax on incomes, I understand it has
been for many years a bone of con-
tention in South Australia; and there
it 1s most strongly objected to. It
is one of the most objectionable taxes
that can be imposed. Only yesterday I
was reading an article dealing with the
United States of Amwmerica, written by a
man who evidently knew his subject;
and I was surprised to learn that there is

(COUNCIT

neither an income tax nor aland tax in °

the States. At one time they had both ;
but for many years they bave bad nothing

of the kind. Maost of us look to America -

as one of the leading countries of the
world; and if the United States can
manage to develop as they are develop-
ing without a land or an income tax,
why should not we do likewise? It all
comes practically to “ocutting the coat

according to the cloth;” not taking the -

other fellow's cloth and cutting a piece
out of it as well. Tet us cut according
to the size of our own cloth, and proceed
reasonubly. The proposal for ihe pur-
chase of the Midland Railway has my
strong support. To my mind the problem
has now been boiled down to a question
of price. If it is shown, and I believe it
can be shown, that the State will, by pur-
chasing, get value for its money, then by

all means let us buy the property, even if :

in other respects development should for
a little while stand still. The railway is
in such a position tbat from a railway
point of view its possession by the State
18 absolutely necessary. Everyone admits
that though some of the company’s best
lands bave been sold, there are large
areas still unalienated ; and there is no
way of throwing these open to settle-
ment other than buying them fairly and

Third day.

squarely. Let us have no more “Julia
Percy” schemes, and similar contempti-
ble moves. In reply to a question T
asked the Minister, I was assured
that the “ Julia Perey" was not subsi-
dised to compete with the Midland
Railway Company. {Tus CoronraL Sec-
RETARY: I was not that Minister.] He
was probably your predecessor; and
though he gave me the assurance, it now
turns out that the steamer was subsidised
with that intention, Let us have done
with such projects. Let us look back to
the days when we were glad of the advent
of that Midland Company; when we re-
joiced for weeks and months after we
learnt that it wus decided to build the
railway. I myself bave apent nine days
in a voyage from Champion Bay to
Fremantle, and after making considerable
progress have been driven back by con-
trary winds as far as the Abrolhos
Islands. Look back to that period in
our history, and contrast’ our disabilities
then with the conveniences which followed
the construction of the railway, and the
blessings which it conferred on the State.
Do not look on the company with jeslous
eyes, nor be influenced by the wild state-
ments of an irresponsible few, or rather
an irresponsible many, who complain of
the large areas of land locked up. They
are men who have not any responsibility,
and in whose newspaper statements we
read averything about the present and
nothing about the past. The Midland
Company are entitled to our warmest
consideration, The lunded property is
valuable, and there is a fine railway
which, though it shows signs of wearand
tear, is indispensable to the State. I
trust that when tbe matter comes before
the House it will receive the most farour-
able consideration, and that the result
will be the purchase of the railway and
lands. Now I come to that purtion of
the Speech which stat-s that the Govern-
ment wish to gauge the feeling of the
people in regard to the existence of this
Chamber. I decidedly object to this
question going before the people, for
the simple reason that not one out of
three who would vote carries any re-
sponsibility in connection with our State.
We have a big floating population in
this country ; vet those composing it
have the same voice as responeible people
who will have to carry the public burden,
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come what may. I take it that this
House will not be so foolish as to commit
sticide in this maorer. To iy wind
that paragraph is of such u nature that

' the proposal.

[12 Jeuy, 1905.]
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As to the evils of the
liquor traffic, and the State ownership of

" hotels, the only institutions I know of to

we should not approve of His Excellency’s
Speech; for our doing so will be in a -

sense agreeing to have ourselves hanged.
If we approve of the Speech, we shall
awppeatr to approve of this paragraph,
though, as we ull know, it has not our
approval. To my mind, it should not
have been inserted. The irresponsible
persons to whom it is proposed to refer
the question are not vhe persons to whom
I shall Listen; and I shall certainly
oppose any referendum to the people.
The speech refers twice to old age pen-
sions. I have been acquiring information
in connection with these. In England,
we know there ig no provision. for old age
pensions ; but I was surprised to learn
that England spends over 80 millions a
year in providing food, eteetera, for poor
people; and of that sum 13 millions is
raised by direct taxation, while the
remainder, according to an article I have
read, is the result of what iz therein
dercribed as “ the magnificent charity of
the British people.” Now the wmoment
we provide old age pensions we shall kill
all charity. The wealthy will say, “ Why
should we trouble? We are taxed in
one way with the object of relieving
distress. Why should we contribute
privately # The poor are under the care
of the State.” It is not desirable to cul-
tivate that feeling. Well-to-do people
will say, “ All necessary charity will be
extended to the poor by the Goveroment,
who in their turn have wrung the means
from us.” It will be an evil day for Aus-
tralia, when the need for private charity
disappears.
states that the British navy costs 80 mil-
lions a year for upkeep, while chavitable
grants, direct and indirect—through the
(Government and by private people—
reach something like 32 millions, or
two or three millions more than the cost
of the navy. Anyhow, that shows what
an enormous sum is given in charity by
the Britich people; for it works out at
about 8s. per head of the entire population.
Possibly there may be some reason for
the introduction of an Qld Age Pensions
Bill, and I shall not commit myself. I
shall keep my mind as open as possible,
to learn what is to be said in support of

. left entirely to private persons.

which the Government would be justified
in applying the principle of State owner-
ship are the abominable railway refresh-
ment rooms at some of our stations. If
the Government would take over these,
and would see that the people got even a
good cup of tea, some benefit would
result. The conduct of hotels should be
Only in
railway refreshment rooms would the
State be justified in carrying on such a
business; for thess could be managed
much better by the Railway Department
than by private lessees. Every railway
officer would then be a supervisor over
refreshment rooms, and the travelling
public would enjoy comforts which they
are at present denied. In amending the
Conciliation and Arbitration Act the
Government might include something to
protect employers. It is about time that
we took steps to deal with the mis-
representations of men who go about the
country seeking work. Only recently,
some of these people came under my
observation; and as a consequence I am
out of pocket. Four men represented
themselves as capable of deing certain
work in commection with chaff-cutting.
They were getting their 8s. a day,
though they had never seen a fork.
One turmed out to be a tailor; the
others turmed out to be nothing.
They took the work. They said, * Ob,
yes, we can do it; we have done it all
our lives.” As a matter of fact they
threw up the work, the tailor and the
three others, while it was proceeding;

| and I managed to get boys to take their
The article to which I refer '

places and complete the work. Why

" should not,men like these be punished?

In the meantime men who could do the
work had to pass alovg. I trust that the
Colonial Secretary will see that the

' Govermmnent do something to protect

employers. We have just bad emough
of thiz rubbish. I may give another
instanee of what took place two or three
days previously I make up my mind
pot to take men on, but they cateh me in

~ a weak noment and say, “ Can’t you give

b

usa job?” I gave a man work in my
garden, and he carelessly drove over a
beautiful orange tree that I had been
nursing for eight years. When spoken
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to he said, “ Your horse, your horse.” I
gaid, **Must I find reins for the horse
and yourself also¥” Next moruning he
got a splinter in his hand. I asked him
how he got it, and he said, '“Off the
shaft; the horse stepped forward just as
I was fizing the traces”” He had his.
hand in a poultice. I had given bim a
week's notice, and be stayed on the farm
for two days doing nothing. Then I was
told that he was drinking in the town,
with no poultice on his hand. I sent for
him, and told him that as his week
was nearly up he had better go. He
asked me for pay, and said, * You are
responsible. The Act says you must
give it. You had better pget the
splinters off your shaft. I will make
you pay for it.” There was a veran-
dah post near with a splinter on it.
T gaid to the man, “ There is a splinter
waiting for you and for men of your
stamp.” [Hox. W. KinesuirL: You
should have prosecuted him for taking
the splinter.] There is a lot of wasters
about. We could not keep going
if it were not that there is a lot of good
workers about, men who become strong
conservatives and do mot trust their
fellow workers. In fact two or three of
them told me the other day that it was
just about time the Government went
out. They said, “They stop all the
money coming inte the State” The
promised Lands Act Amendment Bill
will be a very necessary measure. I trust
it will make provision to stop the Lands
Department from legislating on its owe.
Under the cover of regulations the officers
of the department have been framing
laws and carrying them into effect, such
ag this House would mot dare to do. 1
see the Colonial Secretary is making a
note of this matter. Tt is.just about
time. I promise him a lively time when
the Bill comes in, if I am able to move
about or speak on it. There should be
no more power under the regulations to
alter prices or to withdraw lands from
sale simply because the department
cannot keep pace with the demand for
land. I welcome this Bill. I am only
sorry the representative of the Govern.
ment in this Chamber is not Minister for
Lands. As Colonial Secretary he is cer-
tainly relieved from great responsibility. |
It is just about time we stopped any

irresponsible boy in the Tands Depart- |

[COUNCIL.)

Third day.

ment —because in the matter of age the
comparison is ¢orrect—from foisting sug-
gestions on the Minister of the day and
baving them carried out. JMr. Hopkins
told me himself that he had constantly
to put his foot down on suggestions ;
otherwise people on the land would find
themselves in great difficulties. Wo
want to make the Act so that officers of
the Lands Department cannot interfere
with the wishes und intentions of Parlia-
ment. I hope the Bill will be brought in
soon, and I trost it will be one that
will lead to the successful settlement of
land withont all these little heart-burn-
ings, some of them big, caused through
the regulations. [THE CoLoONIAL SECRE-
TARY: What regulutions?] The with-
drawal of second and third class lands
from sale;. the bar to the transfer of
homestead blocks. Never was a more
scandalous thing passed. I can under-
stand it being done in connection with
future selections, but I cannot understand
a regulation being made retrospective. A
man is handicapped through these regula-
tions, and the State cannot get the £80
which it would otherwise receive if the
man were allowed to change his homestead
block into a conditional purchase area.
This gort of thing is a blow to the original
gettlers. To make it apply to future
homestead holders would be all right.
People would then apply with their eyes
open.

Ter CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: Who wus
responsible for the regulation ¥

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Who carries it
on? The present Minister. It does not
matter who was responsible for it. If it
is objectionable why carry it on ?

Hon. W. KrvasMirL: That has been
mentioned before.

Hox, C. A. PIESSE : I do not object
to the principle. I think it is a very
good thing; but to apply it as they now
apply it is wrong. I trust the Govern-
ment will see the need of looking farther
into the question of settling our southern
lands, especially the lands between Bridge-
town and Albany, and the land to the
east of the Albany Road towards Ravens.
thorpe. As T stated before, there are
many hundveds of thousands of acres of
good wheat land there, and it is just
abont time a report was wade of this
land. A few vears ago the Lands De-
partment promised me to send an officer



Address-in-reply :

12 Jruy, 1905.]

Third day. 67

down there to make a report, but to the | ‘stated that there is no income tax or

present nothing has been done. I havea
letter in which it is stated that an officer
would be sent down to inspect this land.

growing fine crops of bay; and if it is
possible to do it there, I do not see why
we could not grow them in the country
between Ravensthorpe and Albany.
Again, taking the southern portion of the
country, ii seems a shame to see its
uncultivated state. It is
different conntry from that in the Eastern
Distriets and along the Great Southern
Railway ; and it is country that will lend
itself to close settlement.
the present Government in connection
with its undeveloped state. I have repre-
sented the province covering the greater
portion of that area for eleven years, and
it is in the same sfate to-day as it was
eleven years ago. To my mind the least
that could be done to develop it would be
to put roads through it.
lead to a certain amount of setilement,

altogether ' impressions that might be given.

I do not blame |

land tax here. I indorse all that Mr.
Patrick has gaid in connection with that

. matter; but I want to draw attention to
We find that at Ravensthorpe there are

another statement made bere, and again
and again I have referred to it. It is in
connection with loans to farmers. Tn
the past we were led to believe that
farmers could get loans when they took
up land ; but the present Minister took a
lot of trouble to do away with any wrong
He

. showed in a recent publicstion that the
. farmers bad to do certain improvements

That would .

and people would go through it to seek -

land ; and, even if they did not become
settlers, they could tell others what they
passed through. It hasa plentiful rain-
fall and beaatiful timber, and I suppose
the climate would be really difficult to
surpass in any part of the world; but it
is given over to isolation.
been through all the country, hut have
been through a portion of it, and I must
say that what T have seen will lend itself
to certain settlement, to small holdings;
and then people will go afterwards

and cut the valuable timber to send 1t

to the world's markets, so as to get a
valuable return. I would be glad to see
some mention made of those spur lines
asked for in different places along the
Great Southern Railway, and of the
extension of the Goomalling railway.
There is no doubt these lines are neces-
sury, provided they can be built and
worked cheaply. I must refer to a nice
little pamphlet, excellent in many respects,
issued by the Agent General in England.
I saw exactly the same style of tbing

I have not

. refer.

o1t 1s time it was corrected.

in connection with Canada, when on a

trip three years ago. I noticed similar
pamphlets lying everywhere advertising
the land of Canada. Mr. Patrick has
drawn auttention 1o the prominent
manner in which Mr. James, or whoever
was responsible for the pamphlet, has

first. In this pamphlet we find the Agent
General saying:—

These loans are made for the purpose of
assisting settlers to make permanent improve-
ments, and may be advanced on land acquired
from the Government on which no part of the
purchase price may have beon paid.

Tt is utter nonsense for a respensible man
to publish a statement like that. It is
difficult for me to explain how such a
statement should get into a phamphlet.
It is the same sort of irresponsible, or at
least untruthful, statement as has been
made in the past until the late Minister
for Lands corrected it. I hope some
steps will be taken to put it right.
There are references to free surveys. It
is recognised {hat something will }Za,ve to
be done in connection with these surveys.
T do not wish to saddle the selector with
unnecessary expense, but if our second
and third class land can earry half the
cost of survey, then the first class land
can carry the whole cost. The pamphlet
states that there are free surveys. I say
any legislation brought in on this subject
should embody a condition whereby the
selector should pay for the survey of the
land. We must face this matter. There
is one other question to which T wish to
The pamphlet gives the cost of
clearing land, and this statement has
gone on year in and year out, so I think
Tt eays,
speaking of the lighter class of lands,
those mostly taken up for cereal growing
can be cleared at a cost varying from 15s.
to £2 per acre. As a matter of fact
these lands canonot be cleared under
£3 10s. to £4 per acre. Immigrants are
brought here to find that the timber has
to be dried before it can be cleared at the
price mentioned, I {rustthis matter will

. be considered by the Minister, who I do
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ot think has lost interest in the Lands '

Department, although he has ehanged his
portfolic. Then there is the conclusion
to the pamphlet, although it is not a con-
clusion. It says: “Free la,nds, free in-
stitutions, free educatmn no income tax,
no land tax, no poor rate, no tithes.”
That requires correcting, because we have
as a leading feature in the Government
programme a proposal to have a land and
income tax. Itis simply a misstatement.
The land is taxed higher here by the
local taxes than in New Zealand. We
are paying in my district 1}d., which is
as high as the tax in New Zealand, but
in addition we have a wheel tax, which
they have not in New Zealand. In
that case
is misled, although there is a statement

about this matter in another part of the |

pamphlet.
sibility that an intending selector has to
carry. Iam sorry to have taken up the
time of the House so long, but I thought
these matters should be referred to, and
I bave the question of land settlement at
heart. I hope, in connection with this
matter, the Bill the Government con-
template bringing in will set at rest any
difficulties that may exist, and that we
shall have successful settlement on the
lands. With the exception of the clanse
dealing with the wiping out of the
Couneil, I have great pleasure in agree-
ing to the Speech of His Excellency.

ADJOURNMENT OF DEBATE,

Hon, M. L. MOSS: I move that the
debate be adjourned till this day week, as
I waat to get the return which I have
asked for before I deal with the Address-
in-Reply ; and I underatand other mem-
bers wish for the adjournment till that
date.

Howr. C. A. PIESSE: This adjourn-
ment will be most inconverient to mem-
bers eoming from a distance.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
must object to this wotion. I have
iuformed the hon. member that I intend
to secure the adjournment after to-
morrow until next Tuesday week. T do
not see why we should adjourn now for a
week. Before the Midland Company’s
matter comes on for discussion ample
time will be given lo peruse the docu-
ments. I hope the House will adjourn
until to-morrow afternocon, whan I will

[COUNCIL.]

again the intending settler .

It does not show the respon- |

Adjournment.

mnove the adjournment until next Tuesday
week. )
Question put, and a division taken
with the following result :—
Ayes
Noes

5

. 14

Majority for ... 9

Noes,
Hon. J, M, Drew
Hon. J. W. Hackett
Hon., W. Maley
Hob. C, A. Piesse
Hon, J. W. Langsford
(Teller).

Aves.

E. M Clorke

Hon. J. D. Connolly

Hon, C. E. Dem r
i
|
I
|
|

Hon,

Hon, V, Hame: e
Hon, W, ngsmll
‘Hon, B, La

Hon,
Hon.
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' Question thus passed; the debate
| adjourned until the next Wednesday.

Ww. T, Loton
%Mcbu.rty

Z. Lane {Toler).

ADJOURNMENT—REMARKS.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY, in
| moving the adjowrnment of the House,
! asked members to attend to-morrow, as
| he understood a Supply Bill would come
| from the Assembly, aund it was hoped
i that the House would pass it through its
t geveral stages at the sitting.

Hox. R. F. SHOLL: Members should
i be called together before the 30th June,
I which was the end of the financial year,
| so that supply could be granted for the
! eurrent year. Imasmuch as no money
would be required until the end of the
month, was it necessary that members
should meet to-morrow? This was only
thrown out as a suggestion.

Tre COLONIAL BECRETARY: As
i & member of the House for five years,
. this was his first experience of such an ob-
' jection being raised, and he was surprised
that it was raised now. His instructions
from the Premier were to emdeavour to
get the Supply Bill through to-morrow.
It was for the House to say whether
members would extend that courtesy to
the Government or not.

Hox. R. F. SHOLL: When the Supply
Bill eame down, he would probably move
an amendment that the measure should
only take effect in regard to expenditure
incurred since the end of the financial
year.

Question passed.

The Housl?s adjourned at 630 o’clock
| until the next day.



